
Essential Beliefs: 
An Introduction

The Power of 
God’s Word



What is the place 
of scripture

in the life of 
God’s Spirit-filled, 

Spirit-led church?



scripture holds 
a vital place 

in the life of every 
Spirit-filled christian!



The power of god’s word
And 

God’s authority 
expressed through scripture



God’s word – The gospel of Christ
Powerful, lively, dynamic; Heb. 4:12

The power of god to save; Rom. 1:16

Imperishable seed that lives forever and the word that 
was preached; I Pet. 1:23-25

The gospel Was promised beforehand by prophets in the 
holy scripture; Rom. 1:1-2

All Scripture is inspired by god and is profitable…
for spiritual equipping; II Tim. 3:16-17



Jesus was the living embodiment
of God’s word—of the god

whose spirit inspired 
the writers of scripture to write
down god’s prophetic revelation

in the first place!



Jesus made teaching a priority!

see Matt. 4:23; 9:35; 28:19, etc.
Mark 1:21-22; 6:6, etc.
Luke 4:15-16; 13:10 & 22; 19:47; 20:1, etc.
John 3:2; 6:45; 7;14 & 28; 8:2, 20, 28, 14:26 
Acts 1:1; 5:19-21; 11:26; 14:21; 18:25; 20:20, etc.



What did 
Jesus teach?

as my father has taught me, 
So I speak.  John 8:28



By what method did Jesus teach?

His custom was to read from the 
scriptures (Luke 4:16-21)

To explain by parables (matt. 13:3)
And to show that those scriptures 

were being fulfilled in him.



Jesus regarded scripture as authoritative, 
and he criticized his opponents for not doing so!

* Defeated satan by quoting scripture in the spirit; Luke 4:1-14
* Declared the sadducees in error in that they knew neither 

the scripture nor god’s power; Matt. 22:29
* Rebuked the scribes and pharisees for putting tradition before 

the scriptural requirements of god; Matt. 15:6-9
* Quoted the psalms and Told jews who wanted to stone him that 

“the scripture cannot be broken!”; John 10:34-35
*  Taught after his resurrection that the entire old testament 

narrative had been about Jesus, had pointed to jesus, and 
was now fulfilled in jesus!  Luke 24:27, 44-45



To access 
the Barn’s essential beliefs

Go to: https://thebarnvineyard.com/
Click on “about” on the top bar
Click on “about the barn” on the pull-down menu

Scroll down past “our vision”, past “our values” 
to “our Beliefs”

https://thebarnvineyard.com/


Essential or non-essential?

What’s the difference?

so what?  
How does that apply to me? 



“In essentials, unity;
In non-essentials, liberty;

In all things, charity.”



Essential beliefs:

Three Reasons why 
the barn is launching 
this “occasional series”



Reason number one:

Clarity + unity = liberty



Reason number two:

Jesus, the apostles, 
the gospels, and the epistles 

repeatedly warn us to do this.



I will not hesitate to remind you of this again and again! 
II Pet. 1:10-13

Jesus warned of false prophets 
Matt. 24:24

The spirit explicitly warns of deceitful spirits and 
doctrines of demons 

I timothy 4:1
“The time will come when people will not endure sound 

doctrine… but will turn aside unto myths.” 
II Tim 4:3-4

We must “contend earnestly for the faith” and 
“remember the words spoken by the apostles of our Lord.”

Jude 3 & 17



Examples of widely disseminated 
teachings based on unorthodox 

interpretations or clearly 
refuted by scripture:

Hyper-grace
“Inclusionism”
universalism



How may we best recognize the 
counterfeit?

Be thoroughly familiar 
with the real!



Reason number three:

The spirit of god is directing us to 
do this now!





God’s word 
and god’s spirit 
work together 

in perfect harmony!


